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When Angela and Lyndon
walked through our doors,

they were seeking more than legal
documents—they were seeking peace

of mind. For Angela, that need surfaced
during an emotional and uncertain

time. Facing a high-risk spinal surgery
after losing two siblings, she felt a sharp
awareness of how quickly life can change.
“I had five kids and six grandkids,” she
shared. “T wasn’t going into that surgery
without knowing everything was in place.
That is a gift you give your family”

Their decision to work with our firm came
from a source close to home. Throughout
Angela’s childhood, her father would

point to our Seminole office and tell her,

“If anything happens to me, that’s the law
firm you go to” A respected educator and
thoughtful planner, he entrusted Attorney
Rep DeLoach with his own estate decades
ago. His confidence—and his legacy—guided
his daughter when she needed it most.

When Angela called, Estate Planning
and Elder Law Attorney Michelle Lianzo

immediately understood

the urgency. Without being
asked, Michelle expedited every detail so
the family’s trust and related documents
were completed before Angela’s surgery. “It
brought me to tears,” Angela said. “She knew
it was on my heart. I didn’t have to worry”
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Just as meaningful was the relationship that
formed throughout the process. Angela

and Lyndon describe their connection with
Michelle—and with Paralegal April Ellison—
as warm, natural, and deeply personal.

April had once been a student of Angela’s
father at Seminole Middle School, a tie that
carried forward into the next generation.

“I never felt like a client,” Angela said.
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“It felt like coming home. Michelle explained
everything so clearly. She was in our corner”

Lyndon, a retired military veteran
accustomed to the importance of
readiness, added, “This is better than
a will. It spells out your wishes and
gives everyone peace of mind.”

Their planning extended beyond their
children and grandchildren to their
beloved pets, ensuring care and clarity
for every member of the family. With
their trust complete, Angela and Lyndon
now feel grounded, organized, and
united. Their children feel it too.

Angela shares this experience openly

with friends who hesitate to begin the
estate-planning process. Her message is
simple: “You may feel nervous at first—but
the peace afterward is indescribable”

This season, their story reminds us that
preparedness is more than paperwork. It’s
a gift—one of clarity, security, and love.

To hear Angela and Lyndons story in their
own words, visit dhclaw.com/GiftofPeace.
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April Ellison

Estate Planning Paralegal April Ellison
is known for her compassion, steady
professionalism, and strong work ethic.
Always willing to roll up her sleeves,
she goes above and beyond to support
both clients and colleagues. April first
joined the firm right after her high
school graduation and has returned to
us at different points throughout her
career—contributing her talents on and
off for nearly 40 years. Fun fact: she used
to babysit Attorney Rep DeLoach!

What is your hometown?
Born in Long Beach, California;
grew up in Seminole.

Who is your favorite author?

Stephen King. His short stories—such

as “The Mist” and “Crouch End”—are
some of the best. Known as the “King of
Horror,” he also explores suspense, crime,
science fiction, fantasy, and mystery.

Where is your favorite

destination in the world?

Any Caribbean island. I love ocean life, white
sandy beaches, and lush rainforests. I would
especially love to visit Trinidad and Tobago.

What skill or talent do you wish you had?
Sign language—to be able to advocate
so everyone has a voice.

How do you relax?
Fishing. I love spending time outdoors, and
fishing helps clear the mind and is rewarding.

Do you have any pets?

Two K9s—Maui, my sensitive and loyal
7-year-old rescue, and Mila, my sweet
and goofy 4-year-old

American Bully.

What values are
important to you?
Honesty,

integrity, and
compassion—
foundations of
trust and caring

for others.
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Estate Planning and Elder Law Attorney

FAQs: “Funding” a Living Trust in Florida

What is trust “funding?”

Creation of a trust is the first step—funding
the trust is what allows your assets to

avoid probate. “Funding” entails directing
an asset to the trust either during your
lifetime or upon your death. Once part of
your trust, the asset can be managed and
distributed according to your wishes.

Why is funding my trust important?

If an asset isn’t properly transferred into the
trust, it may go through probate, costing
your heirs time, money, and frustration.

How do I fund my trust?

Funding your trust typically means
either: 1) re-titling the asset to the
trust or 2) changing the beneficiary
designation to the trust. If you worked

Q) Proven RESULTS

with us within the past 10 years, we
would have provided information on
how to properly fund your trust.

What is the best way to create my
estate plan?

Our firm will provide funding instructions,
which include a detailed list of your assets
and how to accomplish the transfer of those
assets to your trust. As you acquire other
assets, you can contact us for additional
funding information and guidance.

If you have questions about trust funding
or want to review your estate plan, please
schedule an appointment with one of our
experienced estate planning attorneys or
visit dhclaw.com/trusts to learn more.
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Estate Planning and Elder Law Attorney

Read What Our Clients Jay

-

Michelle and April are amazing—very
knowledgeable, organized, and efficient.
Our trust was handled flawlessly. We didn’t
know anything about doing a trust, and
Michelle explained it in ‘human’ terms so we
understood everything. I would recommend
the entire team at DeLoach, Hofstra ¢
Cavonis, PA. for any legal matters.

~

/

Trish
Estate Planning Client
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Halloween Pet
Costume Contest

The DHC/STC Legal Beagles proudly hosted
our first annual Halloween Pet Costume
Contest—and our furry and feathered family
members did not disappoint! Thank you to
everyone who submitted a spook-tacular
photo. Congratulations to our winners:

> 1st Place: Rep & Simone DeLoach with
Count Smokula (Smokey)

> 2nd Place: Ashleigh Fisichella with
Duke the Lion

» 3rd Place: Monica & Robert Case with
Buddy the Dove in his Haunted Mansion

Everyone who participated received fun
prizes, and you can view all the adorable
entries at dhclaw.com/CostumeContest.
Thank you for making this new
community celebration so much fun!

Red Sled:
Spreading Holiday Joy

This holiday season, DeLoach, Hofstra &
Cavonis, PA. and Seminole Title Company
were proud to support the Red Sled Initiative
. A \ - in partnership with the Seminole Lake Rotary
Dl uch - ) Al ; ; Club. Red Sled plays Santa for children in
el y i Pinellas County’s foster care system who
might otherwise go without gifts during the
holidays. The initiative supports more than
1,800 children and families connected with
Family Support Services, which provides
safe homes and adoption services for abused
and neglected children. Through toy and
fund donations, our team helped bring
joy and comfort to local families—special
thanks to Injury Law Paralegal Monica
Case for coordinating our office donations.
To learn more, visit dhclaw.com/RedSled.
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We Are Here to Help

If you have a legal issue outside of
our practice areas, don't hesitate to
reach out to us. We have a network
of reliable attorneys who specialize
in other areas of the law; and we can
connect you with them to provide
the assistance you need. If you
have any questions, please contact
Simone DeLoach at 727-308-5441 or
simone@dhclaw.com to learn more.

Cover masthead photo: Compost citrus rinds—or dry them for natural holiday garlands. For our holiday
>, GREENT punch recipe, choose citrus from local sources such as Largo’s Yellow Banks Grove
«J TEAM [/ and Florida-distilled spirits like Old St. Pete to support sustainable, regional producers.

To update your address preferences, add friends or family to our mailing list, or to be removed,
please call Simone DeLoach at 727-308-5441 or email her at simone@dhclaw.com.

S ol (Ceclebrating 10 Years of the
DHC/STC Koozie Contest!

This year marks a special milestone—the 10th anniversary of our
/ Y, DHC/STC Koozie Contest. Launched in 2015 as a fun way to

NO engage our staff, clients, and community, the contest has grown
DHOTO into a beloved tradition, with
0 photos submitted from all seven . e

continents and 45 countries.

Congratulations to our 2025 winner,
Litigation Paralegal Jessica Triplett, for
her beautiful Ruby Beach, WA photo in
memory of Attorney Paul Cavonis.

Thank you to everyone who has shared their
koozie adventures over the past decade—we can’t
wait to see where you travel next! No koozie?

No problem—stop by our office to pick one up.
Learn more at dhclaw.com/koozie.

When you need help.

DeLoach Hofstra
+Cavonis, PA a
dhclaw.com
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Explore Our Free On-Demand
Webinar Library

Looking to stay informed and

empowered? Visit dhclaw.com/webinars
to explore our video library featuring
expert-led webinars on key legal topics—

all available to watch at your convenience.

FREE *

WEBINARS  +-

d Be%(%ach
ofstra+
—C Cavonis, PA

Your Guide to Florida
Long-Term Care Medicaid

PRESENTED BY ATTORNEY REP DELOACH

> Income and Asset Rules

> Healthcare Crisis Management
> Irrevocable Trust Planning

> VA Benefits

Estate Planning Essentials

PRESENTED BY ATTORNEY MICHELLE LIANZO

> Wills vs. Trusts

> Probate and Probate Avoidance
> Asset Protection Strategies

> Incapacity Planning

Estate and Pet Planning

PRESENTED BY ATTORNEY REP DELOACH

» Pet Planning and Pet Trusts
> Incapacity Planning:

Who Should You Name?
> Wills, Trusts, and Probate
» Charitable Gift Planning

For questions or assistance, contact
Ashleigh Fisichella at 727-308-5441
or ashleigh@dhclaw.com.

aGo
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Florida Sunset Holiday Punch

A Rep DeLoach Original—Crafted with
Old St. Pete Sunset Gin, this cocktail-
forward punch delivers warm citrus

notes, subtle spice, and a distinctly Florida
finish. Elegant yet effortless, it’s ideal for
evening gatherings, holiday celebrations,
and warm-weather entertaining.

» 2 cups fresh Florida orange
pineapple juice

» 1 cup pink grapefruit juice

» 1122 cups 0ld St. Pete Sunset Gin
(depending on desired strength)

» V5 cup Old St. Pete Tippler’s
Orange Liqueur

» 2 bottles sparkling rosé (such as
Drop of Sunshine Sparkling Rosé)

» 10 dashes Angostura Orange Bitters

Garnish
» Orange and grapefruit slices,
raspberries, fresh mint

In a large pitcher or punch bowl, combine
the juices. Stir in the Sunset Gin and orange
liqueur. Refrigerate for at least one hour to
allow flavors to meld. Just before serving,
gently add the sparkling rosé to preserve its
effervescence. Serve over ice and garnish
generously with citrus, berries, and mint.

Substitution Note: For a lighter version,
replace the gin with 1-2 bottles of sparkling
wine (such as prosecco) for a festive,
bubbly punch, or 2 cups sparkling water

for an alcohol-free option. The sparkling
rosé may also be substituted with 1 cup
cranberry juice and 1 cup chilled club soda.

. To download this recipe and others,
gloi%odkﬁi visit dhclaw.com/cookbook for a
c free copy of Cooking with DHC.



